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BEFORE YOU SEE THE SHOW

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES



The seventh best musical robot group in the world – well, 
they were fifth but it went to their heads – are making a NEW 
musical. It’s going to be performed to all robots everywhere 
and it’s going to explain what Humans are. Everything will 

be fine, they just need some answers.

Meanwhile, 10 year old Jennifer Dempsey – MASSIVE robot 
fan – is on a mission of her own, one that might just change 

the course of robot-human relations forever!

This is a big-hearted – and funny! – story about loss, 
friendship and hope that features three humanoid robots, 

one quite robotic human and catchy original songs.

Brought to you by playwright John McCarthy and Graffiti 
Theatre Company, who have been providing theatre for 
young audiences in Cork for almost 40 years. Produced in 

collaboration with The Everyman.



Theatre Terms
A play
A dramatic performance, it happens 
live, normally in a theatre

A musical 
A play, but songs and music are an 
essential part of it

A stage  
A designated space for the 
performance, where the audience 
focus

A playwright 
A person who writes the play

An actor 
Someone who plays a part in the play 

Cast  
The collective name for the actors 

Role
The part an actor plays, or the job 
someone has in the production

Director  
Responsible for the artistic 
decisions of the performance

Costumes  
What the actors wear on the stage

Props 
Anything the actors use on stage, 
like balloons, flowers, photograph

Technical Theatre
The sound and lighting for the 
show 

Rehearsals
When the Director, Actors and 
Tech Team practice 

Stage Manager 
Responsible for the stage, 
props, note taking 

Producer 
Responsible for coordinating 
everything for the show 

Design Team
Work with the director to create 
set, lights, sound and costume 



MEET THE CAST

JENNIFER BARRY
Role: Crowbar

Favourite musical 

(besides this one!)?  

Matilda The Musical. Hands 

down. I still think I’m eligible to 

audition for it in my head even 

though I surpassed the age limit 

like… 10 years ago.

Favourite robot?  

Wall-E is my hero. A true king.

Favourite line from Humans? 

“Allow me to superheat your face 

to dry the liquid”.

If you could invent one robotic 

thing, what would it be?

Maybe some sort of machine 

that would help me get ready in 

the morning so I could sleep in 

and not be late for anything. A 

tooth brushing-hair drying-bed 

making-room tidying-all at the 

same time-thingmajig.

BOB KELLY
Role:  Rowboat – the smartest, 

cleverest and intelligentest 

robot of all.

Favourite musical 

(besides this one!)?  

I love the first half of Hamilton  

and Little Shop of Horrors is 

pleasantly daft!

Favourite robot?  

GLADOS from Portal. She’s the 

meanest robot ever but she 

writes a catchy tune. Plus I do 

like cake.

Favourite line from Humans? 

“I have farted.”

If you could invent one robotic 

thing, what would it be?

I am actually a pretty amazing 

amateur inventor and am 

working on several robotic 

devices that are just awesome.  

Recently I made an automatic 

dishwasher washer that washes 

dishwashers; and I also made a 

robot cat, which is identical to a 

normal cat in every way except 

one: it is broken.



Úna Ní Bhriain
Role: Jennifer (or Glow-Rod 

depending on who’s asking…)

Favourite musical 

(besides this one!)?  

Definitely Hadestown!

Favourite robot?  

The Daleks and The Cybermen 

from Doctor Who, they scared 

me so much when I was 

younger!

Favourite line from Humans? 

“One thing I am noticing is this 

tiny unmoving pig.”

If you could invent one robotic 

thing, what would it be?

I suppose I wouldn’t mind 

having a robot who could make 

awkward phone calls to my 

dentist or Revenue for me!

Darragh Shannon
Role:  Probeshot

Favourite musical 

(besides this one!)?  

Grease!

Favourite Robot? 

Data from Star-Trek. 

Favourite line from Humans? 

“I asked my dad for ripped knee 

jeans….. he mended them.”

If you could invent one robotic 

thing, what would it be? 

An anxiety detector that notices 

anxiety from the get go and 

helps that person with a list of 

helpful things.

MEET THE CAST



Would you like to hear 
more from the actors? 

Follow the link to 
watch Esme, a member of 
Activate Youth Theatre 

at Graffiti, ask Jennifer 
and Úna some questions 
about what it’s like to 

be in the show. Click here
for video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DrGbGsa9g1o&ab_channel=GraffitiTheatre
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DrGbGsa9g1o&ab_channel=GraffitiTheatre
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DrGbGsa9g1o&ab_channel=GraffitiTheatre


Mission Rap
The robots are on a mission to find out 

all there is to know about humans. 

The 3 robots form a musical band, called 

‘Seventh’. 

When you see Humans: A Robot Musical, you’ll 

see the group perform this rap. 

Here are the lyrics to the rap 

they perform - can you try it out?

We are not human, do not be alarmed 

We come in peace, we cannot do you harm

We may sound and look and move like you

But that’s because we’re programmed to

We’re a musical robot group Hard-core!

We’re a musical robot group Us four!

Have you ever seen this kind of robot on a 

mission?

Well sit back humans you don’t know what 

you’ve been missing 

We’re a dedicated, highly rated, automated 

who’s your favourite? 

We’re a musical robot group

That’s true!

We’re a musical robot group

Who knew?!

We do. We are the group.

Please be aware we are not human beings. 

Thank you. 
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H U M A N S :  A  R O B O T  M U S I C A L

You might like to 
think about what robots 
look like, sound like, and 

what kind of dance moves 
they would have. In groups, 
add beats and moves to the 

lyrics below, and perform 
for each other!



Listen to one 
of the Songs 

There are lots of songs in Humans: A Robot 

Musical. This one is called A Friendship 

Vacancy, sung by the character of Jennifer 

(Glow-Rod) . 

You can listen to the song here  
- A Friendship Vacancy. The lyrics 
are here for you too, so don’t be 
afraid to sing along! 

The version you’re listening to is performed 

by Emily, Assistant Musical Director. Emily 

also performs live at the show, so you might 

see her there! 

C
L

A
S

S
R

O
O

M
 A

C
T

IV
IT

IE
S

H U M A N S :  A  R O B O T  M U S I C A L

There’s a world of escape 

Inside her head 

Adventures take shape 

From her own bed 

There are books on the shelf 

And some library lends 

She can read by herself 

Instead of with friends 

It’s not that she can’t have friends you see 

She’s made up countless friends previously 

She has a space where real friends could be 

A friendship vacancy 

There’s parents of course 

Some teachers are kind 

The librarian Doris 

And all of her mind 

Has people and creatures 

A massive amount 

Who definitely treat her 

Like friends if they count

It’s not that she can’t have friends you see 

She’s made up countless friends previously 

She has a space where real friends could be 

A friendship vacancy 

https://youtu.be/_M4bZ98qPUw


AFTER THE SHOW

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES



By now, you’ll have 
seen Humans: A Robot 
Musical. 

We hope you enjoyed it 
(and the songs aren’t 
completely stuck 
in your ears!)

You may have met some 
of the cast and crew, and 
you might be realising 
that it takes a lot of 
people to make a play. 

Here’s a few more of the 
team for you to meet:

JOHN MCCARTHY         
Role: Writer

Favourite musical (except for this one, 

of course!)? Oliver! 

Favourite robot? The Paul Street Car 

Park Ticket Payment machine/robot that 

tells us ‘Change is Possible’, most days. 

Favourite line from Humans? 

“Do not be alarmed, we are singing.”

If you could invent one robotic thing, 

what would it be? I’d like a robot that 

somehow maximises the amount and 

quality of sleep in my household. 

Niall Cleary   

Role: Director

Favourite musical? Avenue Q

Favourite robot? My coffee machine 

looks like a robot and makes me 

coffee in the morning, so they are my 

current favourite.

Favourite line from Humans? 

‘Yes, music and rhyme is vital!’

If you could invent one thing robotic 

what would it be? Maybe a robot brain/

hat, to do all the admin that my brain 

doesn’t want to do!
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Follow the 
Link here to hear 
Esme from Activate 
Youth Theatre ask 
John and Niall 
some questions 

about their work 
on the show.

Click here
for video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_8sigU-GJI&ab_channel=GraffitiTheatre
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_8sigU-GJI&ab_channel=GraffitiTheatre
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_8sigU-GJI&ab_channel=GraffitiTheatre


Tell us about your job.

I get to work with loads of exciting artists to bring 

together a show. I work with the writer and the 

director to pick the team of designers who decide 

what the show will look like, what the set and 

costumes will be and what lights and music or 

sound effects will be used. I then have to make 

sure that we have enough money to pay for it 

all and that nobody spends too much! A really 

important part of my job is making sure that 

everyone has what they need and that everything 

happens on time.

 

How did you start working in Production? 

I used to be in the scouts and then became a 

scout leader, being organised was very important 

in the scouts and I learned loads about working 

in a team to achieve something. When I finished 

college I started working in an art gallery 

organising events for them. Organising people in 

theatre is very like all that so when the opportunity 

came up in The Everyman, I jumped at it.

Do you have a favourite work memory?

I have a very recent favourite, the first day that we 

got the whole band back together in the rehearsal 

room for Humans: The Robot Musical and we were 

all singing the songs together was very special.

 

When you were a child, what 
job did you want to do?

I was constantly changing my mind when I was a 

child – sometimes I wanted to be a vet or a doctor, 

sometimes I wanted to be a kayaking or hiking 

guide, one time I wanted to be in the circus so 

learned how to juggle and do back flips!

 

Would you recommend a career in the arts?

Definitely, it’s great fun and the people you get to 

work with are the BEST.

NAOMI DALY
Role: Producer

PRODUCTION TEAM
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Discussion
How many different roles 
in theatre can you list? 

Did you know about these 
roles before? 

Are any of them 
new to you? 
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Fill the
Friendship Vacancy
What does the word vacancy mean?
It can mean that there is a job that needs to be filled. 

 For Jennifer Dempsey, it means there is a space 

for a friend to fill. 

Now that you know Jennifer, can you think about the 

qualities that a friend of hers should have?

If you were writing a ‘Friendship Vacancy’ job description, as 

a way to find a friend for Jennifer,  what would you include? 

What are the essentials, or ‘must haves’?

Write the advertisement below!
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FRIEND
NEEDED!



Design a Costume
If you were the costume designer for Humans, 

what would the robot costumes look like? 

Or, if you were Jennifer, how would you dress 

to disguise yourself as a robot?

Use the drawing below to help you design new 

costumes for the production! 

The team at Graffiti would love to see what you create! 
You can send us your drawings via email at 
ideas@graffiti.ie, or if you share through social 
media please find us and tag us! 
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CAST

Jennifer Barry, Úna Ní Bhriain, Darragh Shannon & Bob Kelly

CREATIVE TEAM

Written by John McCarthy
Song Lyrics / Book by John McCarthy

Song Composition by Katie Holly and John McCarthy
Directed by Niall Cleary

Set and Lighting Designer Sarah Jane Shiels
Sound Design and Musical Director Carl Kennedy

Assistant Musical Director Emily Donoghue
Costume Designer Jenny Whyte
Graphic Design Martha Hegarty

PRODUCTION TEAM

Stage Manager Michael Ryan
Production Manager Ian Brown

Chief LX Donal McNinch
Sound Engineer/Operator Arran MacGabhann 

Producers Graffiti & The Everyman

Graffiti:

Artistic Director, C.E.O.                 Niall Cleary
General Manager     Lynn Crowley
Associate Director    Síle Ní Bhroin
Creative Learning Director   Julie O’Leary
Beag Programme Director   George Hanover
Inclusion Officer     Donna O’Keeney 
Marketing & Development Officer   Al Dalton


